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17.—Principal Religious Denominations of the Population, Census Years 1941,1951 and 1961 

Religious Denomination 1941 1951 1961 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

p.e. 

0.1 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

13.2 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

3.3 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

1.3 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

0.4 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

1.4 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

3.6 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

0.8 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

0.3 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

0.8 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

4.5 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

45.7 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

0.5 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

1.0 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 
20.1 

Other 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 2.9 

No. 

18,485 
1,754,368 

484,465 
139,845 

7,007 
168,585. 
401,836 
111,554 
25,328 
57,742 

830,597 
4,806,431 

33,609 
185,948 

2,208,658 
272,197 

No. 

21.398 
2,060,720 

519,585 
172,271 
34,596 

204,836 
444,923 
125,938 
32,888 
95,131 

781,747 
6,069,496 

70,275 
191,051 

2,867,271 
317,303 

No. 

25,999 
2,409,068 

593,553 
239,766 
68,018 

254,368 
662,744 
152.452 
50,016 

143,877 
818,558 

8,342,826 
92,054 

189,653 
3,664,008 

531,287 

11,506,6553 14,069,429 18,238,247 100.0 11,506,6553 14,069,429 18,238,247 

1 Includes "Hutterites" 5 Includes "Other Greek Catholic" 3 Exclusive of Newfoundland. 

Subsection 9.—Languages and Mother Tongues 

The term "official language*' used by the census refers only to the English and French 
languages.* "Mother tongue" is the language a person first learned in childhood and still 
understands. It should be noted that persons indicated as speaking "English only" or 
"French only" with respect to official language may also speak other languages and have a 
mother tongue other than English or French. The use of the English and French languages 
in Canada at the time of the 1961 Census is discussed in the following special article. 
Mother tongues of the population are shown in Table 18. The proportion reporting English 
as their mother tongue in 1961 was 58.5 p.c. (compared with 59.1 p.c. in 1951), French 28.1 
p.c. (29.0 p.c. in 1951) and all other mother tongues 13.5 p.c. (11.8 p.c. in 1951). 

• The British North America Act, 1867 (Sect. 133) makes provision for the use of the English and French lan­
guages as follows:— 

"Either the English or the French Language may be used by any Person in the Debates of the Houses of the 
Parliament of Canada and of the Houses of the Legislature of Quebec; and both those Languages shall be used 
in the respective Records and Journals of those Houses; and either of those Languages may be used by any 
Person or in any Pleading or Process in or issuing from any Court of Canada established under this Act, and in 
or from all or any of the Courts of Quebec. 

The Acts of the Parliament of Canada and of the Legislature of Quebec shall be printed and published in 
both those Languages." 

18.—Mother Tongues of the Population, Census 1961 

Mother Tongue Number Percentage 
of Total Mother Tongue Number Percentage 

of Total 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 

0.19 
French 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 

0.18 
10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 

0.16 
Ukrainian 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 

0.10 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 

0.08 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 

0.08 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 

0.08 
Polish 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 

0 08 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 

0 07 
Yiddish 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 

0.06 
Chinese 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 

0.05 
Finnish 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 

0.04 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

Welsh 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 
0 02 

Slovak 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

Other 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 0 27 
Greek 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

Other 

35,035 
32,632 
28,866 
17,856 
14,997 
14,304 
14.062 
13,830 
12,999 
10,165 
8,993 
7,533 
3,040 

48,758 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 

Other 

18,238,247 100.00 

10.660,534 
5,123,151 

563,713 
361,496 
339,626 
170,177 
166,531 
161,720 
85,939 
82.448 
49,099 
44,785 
42,903 
42,546 
40,455 
40,054 

58.45 
28.09 
3.09 
1.98 
1.86 
0.93 
0.91 
0.89 
0.47 
0.45 
0.27 
0.25 
0.24 
0.23 
0.22 
0.22 18,238,247 


